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WANDA

Wanda, followed by Amy and Babe, heralded the greatest
outbreak of tropical-storm activity in any spring on record.
Her genesis can be traced back as far as the central
Carolines on April 15th. Drifting west-northwest for a
period of over a week, the diffuse system began to take
character and strengthen into a tropical storm on the 23rd,
150 n mi east of Samar in the central Philippines. A new
vortex formed south of the original one and Wanda tracked
across the island near the Leyte Gulf with winds of 50 to
60 kt. The storm passed over the Visayas and into the Sulu
Sea, icrossing Palawan Island the afternoon and evening of
the 26th.

A peak gust of 84 kt was observed at Tacloban City,
however, this may have been due to channeled winds between
the islands of Samar and Leyte. The typhoon left 56 dead
in the sPhilippines with 39 reported missing. Damage to
public and private property was estimated near 700,000
dollars (U.S.).

Upon entering the South China Sea, Wanda slowed in
forward speed to 3-4 kt for a 24-hour period and weakened
to a depression (Figure 5-3). At this point the chances for
her to regain strength were considered slight. Surprisingly,
during the evening of the 29th, Wanda regained her tropical
storm status. In the meantime the storm had swung to a
northwesterly course as it rounded the southeastern periph-
ery of the subtropical ridge which was extending across the
northern South China Sea.

Continuing to intensify, typhoon force was attained less
than 60 n mi off the Vietnam coast southeast of Qui Nhon,
as Wanda began to recurve in response to a trough in the
westerlies coming off the Tibetan Plateau. Reaching a peak
intensity of 75 kt, the typhoon paralleled the coastline
(Figure 5-4) for 30 hours on May lst and 2nd, the eye barely
touching ashore near Quang Ngai.

Wanda weakened to tropical-storm force upon leaving the
Vietnamese coast line and struck Hainan Island on the 3rd
with winds of 45 kt. Coming under the influence of the
westerlies, the system quickly assumed extratropical charac-
teristics. The remains of the system drifted on an easterly
course and dissipated some 36 hours later in the northern
South China Sea.
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FIGURE 5-3. WANDA AS A MINIMAL TROPICAL STORM WEST OF THE
CENTRAL PHILIPPINES ON 26 APRIL.

FIGURE 5-4. NOAA-1 VIEW OF TYPHOON WANDA ALONG THE SOUTH
VIETNAM COAST ON 1 MAY. DISTURBANCE OVER THE PHILIPPINES IS
THE FORMATIVE STAGES OF TROPICAL STORM BABE.
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Typhoon Wanda was the first significant storm in more
than 20 years to affect the coast of Vietnam during April
or May. At Chu Lai maximum winds of 35 kt with gusts to
63 kt were reported. Landing Zone "English" sustained
50-kt winds and gusts were estimated near 70 kt. Maximum
rainfall amounts of 7.5 inches and 8.25 inches were
reported at Landing Zone "English" and Duc Pho respectively.
Over 23 people were killed in the Quang Ngai province and
over 10,000 homes and buildings were partly or completely
destroyed.
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